%r-V.V-VAVS^-VV^^^VJV^-VVVV-.VVVV«-VVV*-'^J*-V.-.--V-«AV# 


i 


BROWNHILLS 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


3:1  » r;  ■•  •*  v' 


^c:' 

Annual  Report 

OP  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

AND 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 

ON  THE  WORK  OF  THE 

Public  Health  Services. 


£ 


1 


; 


•VWM  VW.VVWAflWAVWMVAWAVW/.VMV.W  <• 

THE  WALSALL  OBSERVER  PRESS 


Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee: 
Councillor  Mrs.  B.  Barnsley. 

Chairman  of  the  Council: 
Councillor  S.  T.  Breeze,  J.P. 


STAFF 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Part-time): 

Dr.  T.  S.  PATERSON,  M.B. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector: 

JOHN  WILSON,  D.P.A.  (Lond.),  M.R.San.I., 

M.S.I.A.,  A.M.I.S.E. 

Certificate  of  R.S.I.  as  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Certificate  of  R.S.I.  as  Smoke  Inspector. 

Certificate  of  R.S.I.  in  Sanitary  Science  as  applied  to 

Buildings  and  Public  Works. 


Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors: 

K.  BLOWER,  M.S.I.A. 

GEOFFREY  CROWE,  M.S.I.A.,  A.R.San.I. 

Clerks: 

1.  M.  COLLINGWOOD  (Chief  Clerk). 

2.  EAN  MARKLEW. 

Handyman:  Rodent  Operative: 

S.  Wright.  E.  Marklew. 


BROWNHILLS  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


1 953 


Health  Department, 

Coombe  House, 

Brownhills. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
Brownhills  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  present  to  you  my  report  for  1953, 
which  has  been  compiled  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of 
Health  Circular  of  the  12th  January,  1954.  The  chief  matters 
of  interest  are  summarised  as  under. 

AREA  AND  RATEABLE  VALUE. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  6,307  acres.  The  rateable  value 
is  £72,660.  The  sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  is  £261. 

POPULATION. 

The  Registrar  General’s  figure  for  the  estimated  popula- 
tion is  21,270  (mid-year).  The  provisional  population  accord- 
ing to  the  1951  census  is  21,482,  which  shows  an  increase  of 
3,114  over  the  1931  census.  The  1951  census  shows  that  there 
were  10,759  males  and  10,723  females.  The  density  of  popula- 
tion is  3.4  per  acre. 

HOUSING. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  houses  built  during  1953 : 

By  Private  Enterprise  36 

Permanent  houses  by  the  Local  Authority  ...  97 
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In  the  period  under  review  considerable  advances  have 
been  made  in  the  clearance  and  demolition  of  sub-standard 
properties.  Much  more  remains  to  be  done. 

SEWERAGE. 

The  Sandhills  and  Clayhanger  areas  have  not  so  far 
been  adequately  dealt  with.  The  latter  especially  calls  for 
energetic  treatment.  Plans  for  the  former  are  in  hand. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

There  is  no  evidence  that  any  improvement  has  taken 
place.  Any  remedial  measures  have  proved  inadequate,  and 
the  menace  continues. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Although  the  principal  industry  is  mining  some  more 
factories  are  in  course  of  erection.  These  are  constructed 
on  modern  lines.  The  above  paragraph  on  Atmospheric 
Pollution  does  not  apply  to  these. 

BIRTHS,  1953. 

Live  Births — 

Male.  Female.  Total. 


Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  180  ...  174  354 

Illegitimate  4 ...  4 ...  8 


Total  ...  362 


Still  Births— 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Legitimate  1 ...  3 ...  4 

Illegitimate  - ...  - ... 

Total  ...  4 


The  number  of  live  births  gives  a birth  rate  of  17.0  per 
thousand  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  15.5  for 
England  and  Wales.  The  area  comparability  factor  for  Births 
is  1.00. 

Still  Births  numbered  4.  This  gives  a still  birth  rate  of 
0.19  per  thousand  of  the  population.  For  England  and  Wales 
the  rate  is  0.35.  For  160  Great  Towns  and  London  the  rate 
is  0.43,  and  for  160  Smaller  Towns  (25,000  to  50,000  population 
at  1951  census)  it  is  0.34. 
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Of  the  total  legitimate  births  180  wdre  males  and  174 
females.  8 births  were  illegitimate. 

DEATHS,  1953. 

Deaths  numbered  182 — 107  males  and  75  females. 

This  gives  a crude  death  rate  of  8.6  per  thousand  of  the 
population,  and  a standard  death  rate  of  10.2  per  thousand. 

The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  11.4  per  thousand  of 
the  population. 

(The  area  comparability  factor  for  Births  is  1.00  and  for 
Deaths  1.19  and  when  multiplied  by  the  crude  death  or  birth 
rate  it  gives  the  standard  figure  for  the  district.  This  pro- 
cedure is  necessary  in  order  to  make  allowance  for  the 
variations  in  age  distribution  of  the  population  throughout 
the  country). 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  thousand  live  births 
is  33.1. 

Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  per  thousand  legitimate 
live  births  is  33.9. 

There  are  no  illegitimate  deaths  recorded. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal  causes. 

Deaths  from  Measles — Nil. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough — Nil. 

Deaths  resulting  from  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  (under 
two  years) — Nil. 

The  number  and  causes  of  deaths  for  1953  are  shown 
in  the  following  table:  — 
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DEATHS,  1953. 


Cau  se 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2 

— 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other 

1 

1 

2 

Syphilitic  disease  

1 

— 

1 

Diphtheria 

1 

— 

1 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

— 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

5 

8 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

3 

— 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  

— 

3 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  

— 

— 

— 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  . . 

3 

3 

6 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

— 

— 

— 

Diabetes 

2 

— 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  

9 

12 

21 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

15 

9 

24 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . . 

3 

1 

4 

Other  heart  disease 

27 

17 

44 

Other  circulatory  disease 

1 

3 

4 

Influenza  

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia  

— 

2 

2 

Bronchitis  

9 

3 

12 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

4 

— 

4 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

2 

— 

2 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

— 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

— 

1 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

1 

1 

Congenital  malformations  

5 

— 

5 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

6 

10 

16 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

2 

5 

All  other  accidents 

2 

— 

2 

Suicide 

— 

2 

2 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

“ 

All  causes 

[ 107 

75 

182 

DEATHS  — AGE  DISTRIBUTION 


Under 

1 year 

1-5 

5-10 

10-15 

15-20 

20-30 

30-40 

40-50 

50-60 

60-70 

Over 

70 

Total 

12 

— 

1 

1 

— 

5 

6 

10 

19 

38 

90 

182 

Under  one  year  there  were  12  deaths. 

70%  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  persons  over  60  years. 
30%  were  under  60  years. 
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DISEASES  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR. 


Disease 

Under 

month 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4 

4-5 

5-6 

6-9 

9-12 

Total 

Acute  Lobar  Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Acute  Encephalitis 
Fulminating  Broncho 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Myocardial  Failure 

2 

2 

Meningocele 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Inhalation  Pneumonic 
Acute  Pulmonary 

i 

— 

— 

' 

1 

Oedema 

Asphyxia  livida  of 

i 

1 

newborn 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Congenital  Debility 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Atelectasis  both  lungs 

i 

1 

Circulatory  Failure 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Total  12 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATE  FOR  THE  LAST 
TEN  YEARS. 


Year. 

Number. 

Rate. 

1944 

28 

60.3 

1945 

31 

83.5 

1946 

19 

41.9 

1947 

16 

30.8 

1948 

16 

40.7 

1949 

9 

21.9 

1950 

17 

43.7 

1951 

9 

27.8 

1952 

10 

29.7 

1953 

12 

33.1 
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The  following  table  is  inserted  for  comparison: — 


Birth-rates,  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality 
and  Case-rates  for  Certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Year,  1953. 
Provisional  figures  based  on  Quarterly  Returns. 


160  County 

160 

England 

Boro’s  and 

smaller  towns 

London 

and 

great  towns 

(Resident  pop 

Adm. 

Brownhills 

Wales 

(including 

25,000  to  50,000 

County 

London) 

at  1951  census) 

Births:— 

Rates  per  1,000  Home  population 

hive  Births 

15.5 

17  0 

15.7 

17.5 

17.0 

Still  Births  1 

0.35 

0.43 

0.34 

0 38 

0.19 

\ 

22.4  a 

24.8  a 

21.4  a 

21.0  a 

10.9 

Deaths: — 

All  causes  . . 
Typhoid  and 

11.4 

12.2 

11.3 

12.5 

10.02 

Paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Diphtheria  . , 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.05 

Tuberculosis 

0.20 

0.24 

0.19 

0.24 

0.19 

Influenza  . . 

0.16 

0.15 

0.17 

0.15 

0.09 

Smallpox  . . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
& Polio  Encephalitis 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.0 1 

0.00 

Pneumonia 
Notifications  : — 

0.55 

0.59 

0.52 

0.64 

0.09 

(corrected) 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever 
Meningococcal 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Infection 

0.03 

0.04 

0.03 

0.03 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.39 

1.50 

1.44 

1.02 

0.71 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

3.58 

3.72 

3.38 

3.30 

4.75 

Diphtheria.. 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.42 

Erysipelas  . . 

0.14 

0.14 

0.13 

0.12 

0.24 

Smallpox  . . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

— 

Measles 

12.36 

1127 

12.32 

8.09 

26.19 

Pneumonia 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0.84 

0.92 

0.76 

0.73 

1.08 

(including  Polio- 
encephalitis) 

Paralytic 

0.07 

0.06 

0.06 

0.07 

0.14 

Non-Paralytic 

0.04 

0.03 

0.04 

0.03 

0.00 

F'ood  Poisoning 

0.24 

0.25 

0.24 

0.38 

0.00 

Puerperal  pyrexia  . . 

18.23a 

24.33  a 

12.46  a 

28.61  a 

0.00 

Deaths — 

Rates  per  1,000  Five  Births 

All  causes  under 

1 year  of  age 
Enteritis  and  (liar- 

26.8o 

30.8 

24  3 

24  8 

33  1 

rhoea  under  2 years 

of  age  

1.1 

1 .3 

0.9 

1 1 

0 00 

H 


Maternal  Mortality  in  England  and  Wales:  — 


Intermediate  List  No.  and  cause 

Number- 
of  Deaths 

Rates  per  1,000 
Total  (Live  and 
Still)  Births 

Rates  per 
million  women 
aged  15 — 44 

Brownhllli 

A115 

Sepsis  of  pregnancy,  child- 

birth  and  the  puerperiuni 

68 

0.10 

Abortion  with  toxaemia  . . 

7 

0.01 

1 

— 

A116 

Other  toxaemias  of  preg- 

nancy  and  the  puerperiuni 

166 

0.24 

A117 

Haemorrhage  of  pregnancy 

and  childbirth 

90 

0.13 

1 Deat 

A118 

Abortion  without  mention 

of  sepsis  or  toxaemia  . . 

30 

0.04 

3 

— 

A119 

Abortion  with  sepsis  . . 

39 

0 06 

4 

— 

A 120 

Other  complications  of  preg- 

nancv,  childbirth  and  the 

puerperiuni  

125 

0.18 

(a)  Rates  per  1,000  total  (Live  and  Still)  Births 
<b)  Per  1.000  related  live  Births. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  re-housing  of  Tuberculosis  patients  is  progressing 
rather  slowly.  Signs  are  not  lacking  that  the  solution  of 
this  problem,  depending  as  it  does  on  the  number  of  houses 
available,  has  the  sincere  support  of  the  Council.  I hope 
in  my  next  report  to  be  able  to  state  that  all  urgent  tuber- 
culous persons  have  been  adequately  re-housed. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  shows  an 
increase.  With  more  advanced  methods  of  detection  in  early 
stages  this  is  to  be  expected.  It  is  reassuring  that  treatment 
is  equally  progressive.  The  mass  radiography  unit  will  con- 
tinue local  investigations  at  intervals  to  be  arranged  by  the 
Health  Department. 

In  my  last  report  the  value  of  immunisation  against 
Diptheria  was  stressed.  The  elimination  of  this  disease 
depends  on  the  maintenance  of  a high  level  of  immunisation. 
A short  outbreak  during  the  year,  with  one  fatality,  stimu- 
lated public  interest.  The  rate  of  immunisation  among 
babies  especially  is  still  too  low.  The  need  for  continuing 
immunisation  must  be  kept  before  the  public  and  this  we 
attempt  to  do  within  our  limits. 

Poliomyelitis,  Whooping  Cough  and  Measles  are  still 
serious  diseases  especially  of  childhood.  Prophylactic 
measures  do  not  show  so  far  the  startling  results  shown  by 
immunisation  for  Diptheria. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Total 

557 

101 

15 

23 

m 

1/3  1 

1 1 1 

70  and 
over 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 II  1 I 

60-70 

1 1 1 n 1 1 1 1 1 1 II  1 

50-60 

III" 

CO 

1 

1 

1 1 

1 1 1 

40-50 

III” 

1 

1 

1 1 

1 1 1 

30-40 



1 " 1 " 

- 

1 

1 

1 1 

1 1 1 

o 

CO 

6 

CN 

- i r i i i i i i i i i 

15-20 

- i i i i i i i i i i i i 

10-15 

” - i i i i i i i i i i i 

5-10 

268 

34 

8 

3 

1 

1 

I/O 

1 1 

1 1 1 

lO 

262 

57 

T 

8 

) 

CO 

TP 

1 1 

1 1 1 

Under 

1 Year 

O GO  1 — 

frJ  1 

1 

l 

1 

” 1 

1 1 1 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Non- 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male  Female 

Under  1 year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



1 to  5 years 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

5 to  10  „ 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

10  to  15  „ 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

15  to  20  „ 

2 

4 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— — 

20  to  30 

1 

5 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 1 

30  to  40 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 

40  to  50  „ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— — 

50  to  60  „ 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— — 

60  to  70  „ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

70  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

Total  . . 

14 

14 

2 

2 

2 

I 

— 

1 1 

1 

HOSPITALS. 

Bacteriological  and  Clinical  examinations  are  generally 
done  at  Stafford  and  Walsall  Hospital  laboratories. 


Birmingham,  Wolverhampton  and  Walsall  Hospitals 
serve  the  district  as  regards  Surgical,  Medical  and  Specialised 
Departments.  For  the  most  part  maternity  cases  are  served 
by  the  hospitals  in  Lichfield. 

Hammerwich  Cottage  Hospital  is  proving  of  great  service. 
Surgical,  Medical  and  Gynaecological  cases  are  dealt  with 
and  out-patients’  clinics  are  held.  In  certain  cases  transfers 
to  Lichfield  and  Burton-on-Trent  Hospitals  are  arranged 
when  necessary. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  are  sent  to  Moxley  and 
Tamworth  Isolation  Hospitals. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  Ante  Natal  Clinics  are  under 
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the  control  of  the  County  Council,  although  some  doctors 
have  ante  natal  clinics  at  their  own  surgeries  at  specified 
times. 

The  ambulance  service  is  under  the  control  of  the 
County  Council  and  is  satisfactory. 

I wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  help  and  loyal 
co-operation  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  his  staff 
and  of  the  help  of  the  Chief  Clerk  in  preparing  the  statistics 
and  the  report  for  the  printers. 

The  support  of  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee  has  been  invaluable  in  the  execution  of 
my  duties  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Yours  faithfully, 

T.  S.  PATERSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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BROWNHILLS  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Health  Department 

Coombe  House, 

Brownhilli 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
ON  THE  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  URBAN 
DISTRICT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1953. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
Brownhills  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I herewith  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  the 
Sanitary  Department  during  the  year  1953. 

PART  I— INTRODUCTION. 

The  main  problems  are  connected  with  (a)  housing  and, 
therefore,  new  house  construction,  (b)  subsidence  damage  to 
public  sewers,  (c)  the  next  step  in  food  hygiene  education, 
and  (d)  atmospheric  pollution. 

PART  II  — STAFF. 

The  Department  consists  of  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
two  Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors,  Chief  Clerk  and  a 
General  Clerk. 

It  is  some  time  since  the  Department  was  up  to  this 
establishment  and  I am  certain  the  district  will  bear 
evidence  of  the  increased  effort  by  the  Council  to  meet  the 
demands  made  upon  the  Department. 

The  Government  Working  Party  has  made  its  report  on 
the  recruitment,  training  and  qualification  of  Sanitary 
Inspectors  and  this  report  confirms  that  there  is  a consider- 
able shortage,  and  makes  recommendations  concerning  the 
designation  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  the  examination  and 
examining  body  and  the  methods  of  recruitment  of  new 
entrants.  It  is  recommended  that  the  system  of  paid  pupil- 
age should  be  used  to  help  in  closing  the  gap  between  the 
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number  available  and  the  number  required  to  fully  discharge 
the  local  authority’s  functions. 

PART  III  — WATER  SUPPLY 

The  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company  provides 
the  piped  water  supply  for  this  area.  There  has  been  no  case 
of  shortage  and  the  quality  and  quantity  have  continued  to 
be  satisfactory. 

The  sampling  of  the  public  supply  for  bacteriological 
examination  has  been  carried  out,  with  particular  reference 
to  the  areas  affected  by  mining  subsidence. 

157  samples  have  been  submitted  to  the  laboratory  and 
of  this  number  9 gave  results  which  were  suspicious.  Follow- 
up samples  in  each  case  gave  satisfactory  results. 

There  are  private  wells  at:  Keeper’s  Cottage  (1),  The 
Wilkin  (1),  47,  Canal  Side  (1),  57,  Sandhills  (1). 


WATER  SUPPLY  SUMMARY:  — 

Total  houses  in  the  dictrict  ...  ...  ...  5,955 

Houses  with  direct  piped  water  supply  ...  5,840 

Houses  with  stand  pipes  27 

Number  of  stand  pipes  5 

Houses  with  communal  taps ...  84 

Houses  with  wells  ...  4 


The  following  is  a statement  on  the  water  supply  to  the 
Urban  District,  kindly  submitted  by  R.  A.  Robertson,  Esq., 
Engineer-in-Chief  to  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks 
Company:  — 

1.  The  supply  to  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  in  respect 
of  quality  and  quantity. 

2.  The  supply  to  the  Urban  District  of  Brownhills  is  afforded 
from  pumping  stations  situated  outside  the  boundary  of 
the  Authority. 

All  the  waters  as  pumped  are  examined  at  regular  inter- 
vals, both  bacteriologically  and  chemically.  Bacterio- 
logical samples  are  also  examined  of  the  raw  waters 
where  treatment  is  practised. 

During  1953,  54  samples  were  examined  from  Sandhills 
Pumping  Station,  3 of  which  contained  coliform  bacteria. 
Routine  samples  were  examined  from  the  Municipal 
Buildings,  Brownhills,  from  No.  1,  High  Street,  Clay- 
hanger,  and  from  the  Waterman’s  house,  Norton  Canes. 
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17  samples  from  Municipal  Buildings,  17  from  Clayhanger 
and  15  from  Norton  Canes  were  all  free  from  coliform 
bacteria. 

The  supply  to  the  Norton  Canes  district,  where  mains  are 
affected  by  mining,  was  examined  at  regular  and  frequent 
intervals  throughout  the  year.  In  all,  1,530  samples  were 
examined,  96.1%  being  free  from  coliform  bacteria  and 
99.2%  free  from  Bact.  Coli. 


The  average  chemical  results  for  1953  of  the  tap  samples 
from  Waterman,  Norton  Canes  and  Municipal  Buildings, 
Brownhills,  were: — 


Norton  Canes. 

Brownhills. 

pH  

7.5 

7.4 

Alkalinity  < CaC03  > 

83  . . parts  per  million 

. . 120 

Chlorides  (Cl) 

15.6 

26.1 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  (N ) 

Trace 

. . Trace 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  (N) 

Trace 

. . Trace 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  (N) 

Oxygen  absorbed  (3  hr.  at 

3.2 

7.4 

27  °C) 

.12 

.12 

Temporary  Hardness 

77 

. . 114 

Permanent  Hardness 

37 

. . 107 

Total  Hardness 

114 

. . 221 

Iron  ( Fe ) 

.02  . . 

.02 

Manganese  (Mn) 

Nil  . . 

>f 

Nil 

Zinc  (Zn)  

Nil  . . 

Nil 

Poisonous  Metals  (Cu  & Pb) 

Nil  . . 

Nil 

Free  Cl 

.07  . . 

” 

Nil 

3.  The  waters  are  not 

liable  to  plumbo-solvency, 

no  lead 

being  obtained  from  any  of  the  samples  examined. 

4.  Sterilisation  of  waters  is  carried  out  where  possible  at 
the  pumping  stations  as  a precautionary  measure.  Special 
apparatus  and  staff  are  available  in  the  event  of  con- 
tamination. Chlorination  on  site  is  practised,  following 
burst  mains,  etc.,  laying  of  new  mains,  and  emptying 
of  reservoirs.  New  mains,  etc.,  are  not  brought  into  use 
until  the  water  has  been  examined  and  pronounced 
satisfactory. 

5.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  and  the  number  of  the 
population  supplied  from  public  water  mains:  — 

(a)  direct  to  the  houses 5,888 

(b)  by  means  of  stand-pipes 67 


5,955 


The  population  is  estimated  by  the  Company  at  3.75 
persons  per  house. 
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PART  IV  — SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  work  of  converting  out-dated  insanitary  con- 
veniences to  water  closets  has  continued.  Within  twelve 
months  only  houses  listed  for  demolition  or  on  sites  not 
served  by  a public  sewer,  will  be  without  water  closets.  A 
further  eighteen  conversions  were  completed  in  the  year, 
making  a total  of  384  since  the  war.  In  addition,  several 
houses  served  by  pails  or  privies  have  been  demolished  so 
that  the  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  is  as  shown  in  Tables 
1 and  2. 

It  will  be  observed  that  31  conversions  are  listed  as  still 
outstanding  but  all  these  are  actually  in  hand  or  the 
necessary  notices  have  been  served. 
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TABLE  I— SEWER  AVAILABLE. 


District 

Bails. 

Privies 

To  be 
con- 
verted. 

For 

H.A. 

Action. 

Total 

To  be 
con- 
verted. 

For 

H.A. 

Action. 

Total 

Norton  Canes  (including  Wyrley) 

17 

18 

35 

12 

7 

19 

Brownhills  West 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Walsall  Wood 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

Shelfield  and  High  Heath 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Brownhills 

— 

8 

8 

— 

3 

3 

Totals 

17 

26 

43 

14 

10 

24 

TABLE  II— SEWER  NOT  AVAILABLE. 


District 

Pails 

Privies 

Norton  Canes  (including  Wyrley) 

43 

27 

Brownhills  West 

10 

4 

Walsall  Wood  

16 

7 

Shelfield  and  High  Heath 

4 

1 

Brownhills 

16 

2 

Totals 

89 

41 

Number  of  Houses  5,955 

Number  of  houses  with  water  closets  ...  5,758 

Number  of  houses  with  privies  65 

Number  of  houses  with  pails  132 

Number  of  houses  with  dustbins 5,890 
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PART  V — SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 


(1)  Brownhills,  Brownhills  West,  Walsall  Wood  and  Clay- 
hanger  are  sewered  to  the  Green  Lane  Works,  Walsall 
Wood.  These  works  are  being  modernised  in  stages  and, 
as  a result,  there  is  a better  effluent. 

A total  of  53  samples  of  the  effluent  and  the  Fordbrook 
(which  receives  the  effluent)  have  been  submitted  for 
analysis.  One  of  the  major  difficulties  is  that  the  volume 
of  the  water  in  the  brook  course  is  insufficient  compared 
with  the  volume  of  the  effluent. 

Subsidence  due  to  coal  mining  is  causing  trouble  at 
Walsall  Wood  and  Clayhanger.  Unfortunately  repair 
work  is  a charge  on  the  local  rates. 

(2)  Norton  Canes  has  its  own  sewerage  system  and  disposal 
works.  Of  134  houses  in  the  urban  district  that  have 
closets  other  than  water  closets  84  are  in  the  Norton 
Canes  Ward. 

(3)  Sheffield,  Cannock  Road,  Heath  Hayes,  and  a small 
portion  of  Watling  Street,  are  sewered  to  systems 
operated  by  adjoining  authorities. 

(4)  A scheme  for  providing  a public  sewer  for  the  59  houses 
in  Sandhills  looks  like  materialising  in  the  immediate 
future. 

PART  VI  — REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  is  controlled  by  the 
Engineer  and  Surveyor.  Except  for  a few  isolated  complaints 
the  collection  has  proceeded  satisfactorily. 

Disposal  is  by  tipping  and  there  has  been  some  improve- 
ment in  the  condition  of  the  tips  but  further  progress  can  be 
made  by  adopting  fully  controlled  tipping. 

The  Council  undertake  to  provide  dustbins  at  a charge 
of  5/-  per  annum.  The  Sanitary  Department  operates  this 
scheme  and  119  bins  have  been  supplied  within  its  terms. 
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PART  VII. 

SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Total  Visits  . . . . . . 6,512 

Complaints  Received  . . . . . . . . 101 

Houses  Inspected — Public  Health  Act,  Repairs  3,216 

— Verminous  or  Dirty  39 

— Overcrowding  88 

—Housing  Act  131 

— Subsidence  Damage  52 

Caravans  221 

Dustbins  198 

Refuse  Tips  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Water  Closets  . . . . . . 89 

Pails  127 

Tipplers  57 

Conversions  . . . . . . . . . . . , 69 

Cesspools  . . . . . . . . . . . . 198 

Drains — new  and/or  tested  62 

— existing  and/or  defective  168 

Butchers  Shops  65 

Fish  Fryers  106 

Food  Preparation  Premises  119 

Food  Inspections  . . . . . . . . 35 

Bakehouses  34 

Shops  Act  149 

Licensed  Premises  . . . . . . 35 

Rodent  Control  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 190 

Atmospheric  Pollution  42 

Rivers  Pollution  . . 17 

Petroleum  Storage  . . . . . . . . . . . . 38 

Water  Supply  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87 

Factories — mechanical  116 

— non-mechanical  . . . . . . 11 

— outworkers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Keeping  of  Animals  10 

Infectious  Disease  Enquiries  . . 49 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation  . . . . 33 

Miscellaneous  386 

Samples — Water,  bacteriological  . . . . 157 

— Water,  chemical  36 

— Rivers.  Pollution  16 

— Ice  Cream  60 


NOTICES  SERVED. 

Informal  Notices  brought  forward  from  1952  75 

Informal  Notices  served  140 

Informal  Notices  complied  with 149 

Informal  Notices  carried  forward  to  1954  66 

STATUTORY  NOTICES. 


TABLE  III. 


Brought 

Served 

Complied 

Carried 

Section 

forward 

with 

forward 

from  1952. 

to  1954. 

Section 

39. 

Public  Health  Act/lp36 

1 

7 

7 

1 

Section 

44 

Public  Health  Act/ 1936 

— 

2 

1 

1 

Section 

45. 

Public  Health  Act/ 19^6 

2 

6 

6 

2 

Section 

47, 

Public  Health  Act/1936 

1 

22 

14 

9 

Section 

92, 

93,  Public  Health 

Act/1936 

. . 28 

38 

39 

27 

Totals 

. . 32 

75 

67 

40 
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NON -COMPLIANCE  WITH  STATUTORY  NOTICES. 

In  23  cases  the  Council  authorised  the  institution  of 
Court  proceedings  where  statutory  notices  had  not  been 
complied  with.  Of  this  number  13  notices  were  complied  with 
before  proceedings  were  commenced,  2 cases  were  in  respect 
of  the  use  of  moveable  dwellings,  2 cases  were  for  the  repair 
of  property  which  was  subsequently  dealt  with  as  part  of  a 
Clearance  Area,  and  in  one  case  the  Council  were  offered, 
and  bought,  the  house  concerned. 

Of  the  remainder  a written  undertaking  to  comply  with 
the  notices  was  accepted  in  2 cases;  2 had  to  be  commenced 
“ de  novo  ” because  of  change  of  ownership  and  in  one  case 
an  order  to  do  the  work  in  six  weeks,  a fine  of  £5  and  7/6d. 
costs  was  made. 


PART  VIII  — HOUSING. 

A provisional  list  of  531  houses  which  should  be  dealt 
with  by  demolition  was  submitted  to  the  Health  Committee. 
One  in  ten  of  the  houses  built  is  allocated  for  re-housing 
people  so  displaced.  Is  this  sufficient? 

New  houses  are  built  for:  — 

(1)  Families  without  a house  of  their  own. 

(2)  Families  displaced  by  demolition  procedure. 

(3)  Overcrowded  cases  not  coming  within  (1)  or  (2). 

A balance  has  to  be  struck  between  these  classes  and, 
although  for  the  last  eight  years  those  without  a home  of 
their  own  have  had  the  lion’s  share,  there  is  much  to  be 
said  in  favour  of  a bigger  allocation  in  order  to  accelerate 
slum  clearance.  If  a house  is  unfit  for  human  habitation 
and  therefore  a danger  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants, 
then  the  problem  has  to  be  faced  and  dealt  with  like  any 
other  matter  which  is  prejudicial  to  health.  Councillors  and 
officials  throughout  the  country  must  be  pondering  over  this 
question  and  seeking  a solution  which  is  just  to  all  applicants. 

PROCEDURE  UNDER  HOUSING  ACTS. 

(a)  Clearance  Area. 

On  the  1st  April,  1953,  the  seven  houses  numbered  162, 
164,  166,  168,  170,  172  and  174,  Lichfield  Road,  Sheffield,  were 
declared  to  be  a Clearance  Area  and  a Clearance  Order  known 
as  Brownhills  (Sheffield)  Clearance  Area  No.  2 was  accord- 
ingly made. 


21 


(b)  Individual  Unfit  Houses. 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  the  following 
properties  under  the  terms  of  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act 
1936:  — 

2 and  4,  Church  Road,  Norton  Canes. 

97,  Cannock  Road,  Heath  Hayes. 

25  and  25a,  Bridge  Street,  Clayhanger. 

231  and  233,  Watling  Street,  Norton  Canes. 

223,  Watling  Street,  Brownhills  West. 

182  and  196,  Lichfield  Road,  Shelfield. 

An  undertaking  was  accepted  to  allow  the  use  of  185, 
Hednesford  Road,  Brownhills  West,  as  an  agricultural 
implement  store. 

» f 1 i 

The  houses  numbered  96,  98  and  100,  Chester  Road,  Shire 
Oak,  were  purchased  by  the  Council  by  agreement. 

(c)  Housing  Act,  1949. 

The  Council  have  considered  the  question  of  making 
improvement  grants  under  the  terms  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1949,  and  have  agreed  in  principle.  The  question  will  be 
given  further  consideration  at  an  early  date. 

COUNCIL  HOUSES. 

Mr.  C.  R.  Closs,  F.I.,  Housing,  Housing  Manager,  has 
supplied  the  following  information  in  respect  of  Council 
Houses  as  at  31st  December,  1953:  — 


Prior  to  the  late 

War 

:■ — 

Act  under 
which 

constructed. 

Bedrooms 
Two  Three 

Four 

Bungalows 

Old 

Prefab.  Persons. 

Total 

1919 

7-r- 

250 

— 

— — 

250 

1923 

— 

154 

— 

— — 

154 

1924 

92 

158 

— 

— . — 

250 

1925 

102 

344 

30 

— 6 

482 

1930 

44 

56 

30 



130 

Totals 

238 

962 

60 

— 6 

1,266 
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Post  War:  — 

Act  under 
which 
constructed 

Two 

Bedrooms 

Three  Four 

Bungalows 

Old 

Prefab.  Persons.  Total 

1946 

— 

1 

— 

50  — 51 

1947 

4 

36 

— 

— — 40 

1948 

4 

53 

— 

80  — 137 

1949 

2 

39 

— 

13  8 62 

1950 

— 

57 

1 

— — 58 

1951 

8 

48 

— 

— — 56 

1952 

6 

58 

— 

— — 64 

1953 

10 

86 

1 

— — 97 

Totals  34 

378 

2 

143  8 565 

PART 

IX  — 

FOOD 

HYGIENE. 

Many  visits  have  been  made  to  food  shops  and  premises 
where  food  is  prepared.  Improvements  have  been  made  but 
as  a rule  these  are  not  spectacular  yet  nevertheless  import- 
ant. Food  handlers  do  not  become  hygiene  conscious  over- 
night. 

Ice  Cream. 

One  business  is  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  hot 
mix  ice  cream  and  all  the  samples  taken  have  been  satis- 
factory. 89  shops  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  and 
in  every  case  but  one  the  ice  cream  is  pre-packed.  Occasion- 
ally block  ice  cream  is  cut  into  smaller  portions  and  in  these 
cases  sterilisation  of  the  knife  is  required. 

TABLE  V — RESULTS  OF  ICE  CREAM  SAMPLES. 


Grade 

Time  taken  to  reduce 
methylene  blue 
(Hours) 

Results 

1 

4^  or  more 

43 

(70% ) 

2 

2*-4 

18 

(30%) 

3 

i-2 

— 

4 

0 

— 

Owing  to  the  numerous  factors  governing  the  hygienic  quality  of  ice 
cream,  it  is  unwise  to  pay  too  much  attention  to  the  bacteriological 
results  on  any  single  sample.  Judgment  should  be  based  rather  on  a series 
of  samples.  It  is  suggested  that  over  a six-monthly  period,  50  per  cent, 
of  a vendor's  samples  should  fall  into  Grade  1,  80  per  cent,  into  Grades 
1 or  2,  not  more  than  20  per  cent,  into  Grade  3,  and  none  into  Grade  4. 
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Manufacture  of  Preserved  Foods,  etc 

22  premises  are  registered  for  fish  frying  and  18  for  the 
manufacture  of  other  preserved  foods.  These  latter  are 
places  attached  to  butchers’  shops  and  used  for  the  making 
up  of  meat  products. 

Years  ago,  butchers  were  not  required  to  register 
premises  for  such  manufacturing  work,  but  it  is  now  neces- 
sary for  a particular  portion  of  the  premises  to  be  earmarked 
for  this  purpose  and  the  premises  must  comply  with  a mini- 
mum hygienic  standard  of  construction.  Even  then  food  will 
not  be  safe  if  the  handlers  do  not  play  their  part  to  maintain 
scrupulous  cleanliness  of  persons,  equipment  and  premises. 


Food  Surrenders. 

The  following  foodstuffs 
the  year: — 

Bacon 

Bananas 

Beef 

Sausages 

Cheese 

Butter 

126  tins  of  Milk 
343  tins  of  Fruit 

5 tins  of  Ham 
71  tins  of  Meat 

74  tins  of  Vegetables 
10  tins  of  Fish 

6 tins  of  Soup 


have  been  surrendered  during 


44J  lbs. 
180  lbs. 
56  lbs. 
164  lbs. 
3 lbs. 
If  lbs 

3 cwts.  17f  lbs. 
56  lbs. 
87  lbs 
67  lbs. 
6 lbs. 
6 lbs. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

The  Chief  Inspector  for  Weights  and  Measures  for  the 
Staffordshire  County  Council  has  supplied  the  following 
details  of  samples  taken  by  his  Department:  — 


Samples  taken  during  the  year  1953:  — 

Milk. 

Milk  2 

Milk,  Pasteurised  

Milk,  Tuberculin  Tested  3 

Milk  Pasturised  Tuberculin  Tested  8 

Milk,  Channel  Isles,  Pasteurised  Tuberculin  Tested  . . 2 

Milk,  Sterilised  25 


Total  . . 57 


Number  of  Samples  taken  57 

Number  of  Samples  Genuine  56 

Number  of  Samples  Adulterated  . . 1 
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General  Foods. 


Number  of  Samples  taken  . . 67 

Number  of  Samples  Genuine  . 62 

Number  of  Samples  Adulterated  . . 5 

Classification : — 


Ice  Cream 
Ice  Lollies 
Butter 

Cooking  Fat 
Margarine 

Glucose  Fruit  Drops 

Cake  Flour 

Sago 

Tea 

Cream  (Sterilised) 
Food  Drink, 

Stewed  Steak 
Fish  Paste 
Meat  Paste 

Sweetened  Ice  Fancies 

Rice 

Sage 

Tomatoes  ( Tinned  > 
Sugar 

Ground  Mixed  Spice 
Pepper 

Jam,  Blackcurrant 


Butter  Beans 
Pickled  Beetroot 
Cheese 

Mixed  Pickles 

Mint  in  Vinegar 

Coffee  and  Chicory  Essence 

Malt  Vinegar 

Beans  in  Tomato  Sauce 

Meat  Soup 

Stoned  Dates 

Pilchards  in  Tomato 

Horseradish  Sauce 

Mixed  Spice 

Pastry  Maker 

Ground  Almonds 

Dressed  Crab 

White  Flour 

Fruit  Malt  Loaf 

Cochineal 

Whisky- 

Shredded  Wheat 


Details  of  Adulterated  Samples. 

Milk,  Sterilised,  4.2%  deficient  in  Solids-not-fat,  contained  2.3%  added 
water.  Repeat  Samples  Genuine.  Producer  cautioned. 

Sago,  consisted  of  Tapioca.  Seller  cautioned. 

Malt  Vinegar.  Contained  undeclared  Salt  and  Organic  matter.  Bottler 
cautioned. 

Cochineal.  Contained  undeclared  ingredients.  Producer  cautioned. 

Shredded  Suet.  Contained  2.0%  free  Fatty  Acids.  Further  samples  being 
taken. 

Milk  Supplies. 

The  bulk  of  the  milk  sold  in  this  District  is  bottled.  The 
County  Council  carry  out  the  sampling  of  milk  and  forward 
copies  of  results  for  information  and  action  where  necessary. 

PART  X. 

Rodent  Control. 

Test  baiting  and  maintenance  treatment  of  the  sewers 
have  been  carried  out  and  the  sewage  disposal  works  and 
refuse  tips  inspected  and  treated  regularly.  The  infestation 
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in  sewers  is  confined  to  about  six  or  seven  manholes  and  this 
is  a low  figure  in  a total  of  nearly  a thousand  manholes. 

The  record  of  confirmed  infestations  is  as  follows:  — 


Rats.  Mice.  Total. 

Local  Authority’s  Property  ...  20  1 21 

Dwelling  Houses  388  39  427 

Business  Premises  4 4 8 


Total  ...  456 


A free  service  is  given  where  infestations  are  reported  at 
private  houses. 

Atmospheric  Pollution. 

The  records  obtained  at  the  three  measurement  stations 
are  included  for  information.  It  is  estimated  that  some  50 
per  cent,  of  atmospheric  pollution  is  caused  by  house  fires. 
This  can  only  be  mitigated  by  the  use  of  approved  type  grates 
and  smokeless  fuels.  The  production  of  smokeless  fuels  will 
have  to  be  considerably  increased  and  made  more  readily 
available  to  the  general  public  if  any  improvement  is  to  be 
made  in  this  portion  of  the  recorded  figures. 


DEPOSIT  GAUGES  — RECORDS  OF  DEPOSITS. 


Month. 

Deposits  in 

Norton 

Canes. 

tons  per  squ 
Der  month. 

Brownhills. 

are  mile 

Shelfield. 

January 

7.53 

— 

11.33 

February 

9.17 

— 

7.42 

March 

14.47 

13.18 

18.75 

April 

12.00 

10.70 

13.79 

May 

June 

July 

19.63 

13.17 

11.23 

August 

13.00 

10.30 

10.16 

September 

9.63 

12.91 

11.56 

October 

6.84 

8.67 

10.50 

November 

10.36 

12.54 

14.81 

December 

7.07 

1.1.71 

12.29 
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GENERAL. 


(1)  Moveable  Dwellings. 

Visits  have  been  made  to  moveable  dwellings  and 
licences  issued  where  appropriate.  Caravan  dwellers  often 
experience  difficulty  with  condensation  dampness  and  after 
a short  term  they  renew  their  application  for  a Council 
house. 

(2)  Licensed  Premises. 

The  35  public  houses  have  been  inspected.  The  Licensing 
Magistrates  do  not  call  for  a report  on  the  conditions. 

(3)  Factories. 

The  following  extract  from  the  report  to  the  Ministry 
of  Labour  and  National  Service  summarizes  the  position:  — 

(1)  (a)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4, 

and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 


Authorities  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  ...  12 

(2)  (a)  Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  ...  ...  53 

(b)  Inspections  made  ...  128 

(c)  Notices  served  ...  ...  3 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found:  — 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ...  1 

Sanitary  Conveniences:' — 

(a)  Insufficient  — 

Remedied  1* 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  ...  ...  1 

Remedied  1 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes — 

Remedied  1* 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  ...  ...  ...  1 

Remedied  1 

* Brought  forward  from  1952. 
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(4)  Mortuary. 

A part-time  attendant  looks  after  the  mortuary.  The 
building  and  equipment  have  been  well  maintained. 

CONCLUSION. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Council  for  their  support  and  interest 
in  the  working  of  the  Department  and  to  thank  the  Officers 
of  other  Departments  for  their  willing  co-operation  in 
matters  of  mutual  interest. 

Yours  obediently, 

JOHN  WILSON, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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